STATE OF TEXAS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
RICK PERRY
GOVERMOR

May 29, 2009

Mus. Patsy Spaw
Secretary of the Senate
Texas Senge

State Capitol Room 2I.22
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Madame Secretary:

Pursuant to his powers as governor and chief executive officer of the state of Texas,
Govemor Rick Perry has reviewed the following legislation in accordance with Article
LV, Bection 14 ol ihe Texus Constittion and has disapproved und thereby vetoeil the
following:

Senate Bill No, 2038 by Duncan relating 1o the construction of nensubstantive
codifications snd revisions of statutes,

‘The Governor hercby 13sues the attached message (o the members of the Legislature

concerring this piece of legislation. The origingl enrolled Senate Bill No, 2038 i3
attached to this letter of transmittal and is retwrned to vour custady by this transmitlal.

Regpectfully submiited,

(Y0 ) ——

egory S, Davidson
secufive Clerk to the Governor
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Attachments

P.0.Box 12131 » Capitel Station » Austin, Texas 78711
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OFFICIAL MEMORANDUM
STATE OF TEXAS
QOFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

MESSAGE

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES OF
THE EIGIITY-FIRST TEXAS LEGISLATURE, REGULAR SESSION:

Pursuamnt to Article [V, Section 14 of the Texas Constitubion, 1, Rick Perry, Governor of Texas,
do hereby disapprove and veto Serale Bill Nu. MI38 of the 815l l'esas Legislature, Regular
Session, due to the following objections:

The plair words of a statute are the starting point for interpreting the law. Senate Bill
No. 2038 would climinate this fundamental principle, Citizens, judges and lawyers may
debate the proper mterpretaion angd sppheaton of those words bul they wmay not debate
what those words are, Senate Bill No. 2038 would abandon that basic and necessary
premise. The reliability of the language found in the Texas codes would be subject to
gecond guessing. Judpes would no lunger be able to apply the law simply by looking at
its plain text. Senate Bill No. 2038 would likely result in an increase in litigation as
rawyers would chaltenge the plain mcaning of Texas statutes and compel courts to ook to
repealed codes and former sessinn laws to determine what is Texas kaw.

The codificabon and revision process was established fo muke Texas law more
accessible. Senate Bill No. 2038 would underméne the very purpase of the codification
process by forcing both practitioners and ordinary citizens to locate and rescarch old
versions of our laws in order io determine i7 the corrent Texazs codes really mean what

they say.

Simular legislation, House Bill No, 2809, was veioed in 2001, The concerns that existed
then still exist today, Determining our state's [aws shouid not be a burdensome process;
Texans should be able to determine what our law says by simply reading the codes.

Since you remain gathered in regular session and continue to conduct formal business, 1 am
delivening thts disupproval message directly (o vou slong with the vlTicial enrolled copy of the
bill.

i
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREQF, |
have signed niy name officially
and caused the Seal of the Stae
lo be affixed hercto at Austin,
this 29tk day of May, 2009,

/¢ x{@%ﬁ

%, PERRY
Governor of Texas

9 MAY 29 P an

Secrctary of Staie



S.B. No. 2038
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bPresident of the Senate 7 Speaker” o the House

/ *

T hereby certify that S.B.;{Io. 038 passed the Senats on

April 30, 2009, by the Lollowing vog

I hereby certifv that S.B. No. 2038 pessed the House on

May 14, 2008, ny the following wote: Yeas 147, Nays (O, ore

preszent not voting..

%‘6)&“ ram
Chief Clerk ol Etne %pﬂgﬁ'
J

Approved:
Date
Governor
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